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No other aircraft of the German Luftwaffe is so intimately connected with its rise and
fall in the course of the Second World War like the Messerschmitt Bf 109.

The evolution of this aircraft outlived the era in which it was con-
ceptualized. The Bf 109s bore the brunt of Luftwaffe duties from the
opening battles of Nazi Germany through to her final downfall.

As progressive as possible

The history of the aircraft begins during 1934-35, when the Reich
Ministry of Aviation formulated a requirement for the development
of a single-engined monoplane fighter. Proposals were submitted by
Arado, Heinkel, Focke-Wulf and Bayerische Flugzeugwerke. The de-
sign bureau of the last mentioned company was led by its technical
director Willy Messerschmitt, who was riding a wave of popularity
based on the success of his recent liaison aircraft, the Bf 108. His
goal was to conceive of an aircraft with the best possible performan-
ce for the specified weight, size, and aerodynamic qualities. Over the
subsequent months, several prototypes were built that served first
and foremost in development flights and further modifications. The
aircraft was relatively small, and compared to the prevailing trends
of the time, full of revolutionary features such as low wing design,
retractable landing gear, wing with a thin airfoil, wing slats, landing
flaps, weapons firing through the propeller hub, and so on. Even the
enclosed cockpit and the method of the airframe design were not
very common just four years prior to the beginning of the Second
World War. At its conception, the Bf 109 was a very promising asset
despite some powerplant troubles. These were solved by the int-
roduction of the DB 601. This engine, together with its extrapolated
development DB 605, is umbilically connected to the success of the
Bf 109. These two-row, twelve-cylinder inverted V engines powered
several tens of thousands of 109s in over 25 versions and variants.

From Spanish War to the Barbarossa

The first combat use occurred during Spanish Civil War, where three
developmental Bf 109s were deployed in December 1936. The main
reason of revealing the modern fighter to the world was quite prac-
tical: To validate the aircraft's abilities in modern aerial combat.
Shortly thereafter, production aircraft in the form of the Bf 109B-1
began to reach 2.J/88, the Legion Condor. The desire of Germany
to demonstrate its aerial prowess to potential foes was advanced
further in international sport meets. The triumphs attained in Zu-
rich in the summer of 1937 were complemented several months later
by grabbing the speed record of 610.95 kph. In very short order, the
progressive developments represented by the C, D and E versions
appeared. Despite this, the delivery of the types to combat units did
not sustain a rate that was desired by military brass. Even by August
1938 the Bf 109 accounted for less than half of the 643 front line fi-
ghters in service. The later months saw an increase in these rates.
By the time of the invasion of Poland (which saw the participation
of only a little more than 200 aircraft) the Luftwaffe possessed the
best fighter produced in continental Europe. With both a qualitative
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and quantitative advantage, the fighter wing of the Luftwaffe entered
the Polish campaign, the first defenses of the Fatherland, Blitzkrieg
against the West, and the Battle for France. With one foot in the door
that was the English Channel, the Luftwaffe embarked on the attacks
on Britain in the summer months of 1940. Here, the first weakness of
the Bf 109 was revealed: The inability to carry drop tanks that would
have enabled the type to effectively escort bombers to England. This
was one of the factors responsible for the defeat of the Luftwaffe
in the Battle of Britain. Experiences gained in 1940 led to the deve-
lopment of the ,F* version prior to the spring of 1941. The elegance of
the Bf 109 crested with the ,Friedrich’. Following a largely defensive
stance over the Channel and northern France, the Bf 109F took on
a more offensive role in Operation Barbarossa in the east, and in
northern Africa. In later duties with the ,Jagdwaffe' during the se-
cond phase of the war in the east, and in the ,Defense of the Reich'
from 1943 to 1945, the Bf 109 served in the form of the ,G' version,
followed by the ,K'. Even if by the end of the war it was clear the
development of the Bf 109 was depleted the aircraft was still able
to keep pace with the foes that it encountered. Besides its primary
purpose as a fighter, the Bf 109 also appeared as a fighter-bomber,
reconnaissance platform, night fighter, trainer and rammjager.

Postwar service

The disappearance of the Bf 109 from the skies over Europe was not
spelled out by the end of the war. Several examples stayed in Swiss
service up to 1949 and many flew in the air force of Czechoslovakia
in both original form with a DB 605 powerplant and as aircraft built
out of necessity with surplus Jumo 211s. The latter type also served
as the first fighter to fight for the independence of the newly formed
state of Israel. Finland retired the type as recently as 1954, and Spain
didn't retire its HA-1109-1112, re-engined Bf 109s, until 1967. The le-
gendary low-wing fighter of Professor Willy Messerschmitt survived
the state that developed it.

The kit: Bf 109G-6/AS

Most numerous version of the Bf-109 was the ,G' series with many
subvariants and modifications. The Bf 109G was developed throu-
gh its production in several areas. Some of them sported the latest
of the engine technology implemented with DB 605 engine. These
new Bf 109Gs entered the combat missions early in 1944 and were
powered with the DB 605AS power unit fitted with larger superchar-
ger from DB 603 engine for improved high-altitude performance, or
with the DB 605AM sporting MW-50 water injection for improved low
or medium altitude performance. The variants of the Bf-109Gs were
marked subsequently, so the Bf-109G-6/AS was a high altitude figh-
ter variant. The installation of the larger supercharger necessitated
the modification of the shape od the engine cover of standard Bf
109G-6 and some other minor changes.
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GSi Creos (GUNZE) MISSION MODELS GSi Creos (GUNZE) MISSION MODELS
AQUEOUS Mr.COLOR PAINTS AQUEOUS Mr.COLOR PAINTS
BLACK CLEAR GREEN
SILVER RLM04 YELLOW
FLAT WHITE RLM23 RED
C33 MMP-047] | FLAT BLACK C116 RLM66 BLACK GRAY
RED BROWN C117] RLM76 LIGHT BLUE
RLM70 BLACK GREEN Mr.METAL COLOR METALLICS
MMP-049)] RLM74 DARK GRAY DARK IRON ‘
RLM75 GRAY Mr.COLOR SUPER METALLIC METALLICS
RLMO02 GRAY SUPER FINE SILVER \
TIRE BLACK Mr.COLOR GX METALLICS
OLIVE GREEN SUSIE BLUE ‘
H90 ca7 CLEAR RED

Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in
well ventilated room. Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag
overthe head.

Pred zapocCetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni navod. Pfi pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané
mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy nepouZivejte v blizkosti otevieného ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k
poziti drobnych dild.

Vor dem Zusammenbau die Bauanleitung gut durchlesen. Kleber und Farben nicht in der Nahe von offenem Feuer
verwenden und fur eine ausreichende Bellftung sorgen. Den Bausatz von kleinen Kindern fernhalten. Vermeiden Sie,
dass Kinder Bauteile in den Mund nehmen oder sich Plastiktiiten iber den Kopfziehen.

Lire soigneusement la fiche d’instructions avant d assembler. Ne pas utiliser de colle ou de peinture a proximité d’une
flamme nue, et aérer la piece de temps en temps. Garder hors de portée des enfants en bas age. Ne pas laisser les
enfants mettre en bouche ou sucer les pieces, ou passer un sachet vinyl surla téte.
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OPTIONAL BEND SAND OPEN HOLE SYMETRICAL ASSEMBLY REMOVE REVERSE SIDE APPLY EDUARD MASK
VOLBA OHNOUT BROUSIT VYVRTAT OTVOR SYMETRICKA MONTAZ ODRIZNOUT OTOCIT AND PAINT
POUZIT EDUARD MASK
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A 9.1JG 1, Paderborn, Némecko, kvéten 1944

Stroje Bf 109G-6/AS byly ureny ke stihani ve vysSich letovych hladinach, a proto jejich kamuflaz tvofil jednolity nastfik barvou RLM 76. U jednotek byly tyto
stroje ¢asto na hornich a bo¢nich plochach opatfeny kamuflazi provedenou tehdy standardnimi barvami k tomuto u¢elu pouzivanymi — RLM 74 a RLM 75.
Na pfidi se nachazi znak JG 1, okfidlené Cislo jedna v na roh postaveném ¢&tverci. Na fotografii stroje Zluta 14 je zfetelné vidét erveny pruh na zadi trupu,
pouzivany k oznac¢ovani stroji JG 1 v rdmci Obrany fiSe. V ném umistény svisly pruh byl oznacenim strojl Ill. Gruppe, provedenym vzdy barvou Staffel,
v pfipadé 9. Staffel Zlutou barvou. Nékteré zdroje uvadéji, Ze oznaceni bila 14 prekryvalo star§i oznaceni v podobé Cislice 3, jiné zase, Ze se jedna o zatfené
tovarnioznaceni TO i TQ. Nabizime vam proto obé varianty.
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B WNTr. 412179, Uffz. Horst Petzschler, 2./JG 3, Burg u Magdeburgu, Némecko, May 1944

Horst Petzschler se narodil v Berliné 1. zafi 1921 a do Luftwaffe vstoupil 1. dubna 1941. Po ukonéeni stihaciho vycviku byl k 23. srpnu 1943 zafazen
do stavu JG 51, u niz dosahl prvnich tfi sestfelt. Dne 13. dubna 1944 byl prevelen k 2./ JG 3, zafazené k jednotkam Obrany fiSe, ale v ¢ervnu 1944 se vratil
k JG 51 na vychodni frontu. Dne 4. kvétna 1945 obdrzela Ill./ JG 51 rozkaz k pfesunu z Vychodniho Pruska do Slesvicka — Holtynska. Tam v8ak Horst
Petzschler nedoletél, kvuli navigac¢ni chybé pristal ve Svédsku na letisti Bulltofta, kde byl internovan a v lednu 1946 jej Svédské organy vydaly do Sovétského
svazu. Ze zajeti byl propustén 22. zari 1949. Po navratu pracoval u berlinské policie, v roce 1953 emigroval nejprve do Kanady, pozdeéji do USA, kde pracoval
v leteckém primyslu. Do dichodu odesel v roce 1988. B&hem boju 2. svétové valky sestielil 26 protivniki. BEhem svého pusobeni u 2./JG 3 létal Uffz.
Petzschler na stroji oznaceném Cerna 14. Stroj byl na celém povrchu z vyroby nastfikan barvou RLM 76, na pfidi nasl znak JG 3. Dne 30. kvétna 1944 byl
v tomto stroji béhem leteckého souboje nad Belzigem. sestielen Fw. Otto Blilsow.
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C Hptm. Friedrich-Karl Miiller, 1./NJGr. 10, Werneuchen, Némecko, ¢ervenec 1944

Budouci drzitel Rytifského kfize, eso s 30 no¢nimi sestrely nepratelskych letadel, se narodil 4. prosince 1912 v Sulzbachu v Sarsku. V roce 1934 absolvoval
letecky vycvik a nastoupil k Lufthanse. Po vypuknuti 2. svétové valky byl povolan k letectvu, nejprve |étal jako dopravni pilot, posléze pUsobil jako instruktor
|étani bez vidu. V prosinci 1942 byl pfesunut ke KG 50, létajici na strojich He 177, v 1été nasledujiciho roku uposlechl vyzvy Hajo Hermanna a pozadal
o preveleni k JG 300 pouzivajici taktiku Wilde Sau (pouzivani jednomotorovych stihacek v noci) u JG 300. U této jednotky dosahl devatenacti sestiell
avlednu 1944 dostal rozkaz vybudovat 1./NGr. 10. V srpnu 1944 byl jmenovan velitelem I./NJG 11 a tuto jednotku ved| az do konce 2. svétové valky. Zemrel
2. listopadu 1987. Spodni a ¢astecné bocni plochy letounu byly natfeny ¢erné kvali lepSimu maskovani v noci. Zad trupu obepinal ¢erveny pruh oznadujici
puvodniho uzivatele tohoto stroje v ramci Obrany fise, JG 300. Na obou stranach kormidla bylo vyznaceno pilotovo ,skére” k ¢ervenci 1944 v podobé
23 prouzkli s vyznacenim statni prisluSnosti protivnika a datem sestrelu.
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D MT-463, ylikersanti Tapio Jarvi, 2/HLeLv 24, Lappeenranta, Finsko, ¢ervenec / srpen 1944

V dodavkach Messerschmittd Bf 109 verzi G-2 a G-6 finskému spojenci se objevily i dva stroje verze G-6/AS. Ve finském letectvu obdrzely kédy MT-463
aMT-471. Stroj MT-463 byl po dodani 28. Cervna 1944 presunut k HLeLv 24, kde s nim kromé jinych pilott Iétal ylikersanti Jarvi, ktery na tomto stroji dosahl
dvou sestrelll ze svych celkovych dvaceti sedmi. Dal$ich pét sestielti na tomto stroji dosahli ¢tyi riizni piloti. Stroje Bf 109G-6/AS nebyly pro finské letectvo
v boji se sovétskymi piloty vyhodou, nebot vétsina boju se odehravala pod vy$kou 3000 metrd, zatimco motory DB 605AS byly vyvinuty pro lety ve vys$sich
letovych hladinach. Kamuflaz tohoto stroje byla nastfikana barvami RLM 74/75/76 a dopInéna o modré hakové kfiZze na bilém kruhu na kfidle a trupu,
oznaceni stroje MT-463 bylo namalovano na trupu pred ocasnimi plochami. Zluté &islo oznadujici stroj v ramci jednotky bylo namalované mezi trupovym
oznacenim a kabinou. Fotografie stroje z jeho valeéného nasazeni u HLeLv 24 neni znama, ale podle znamych Cisel dal$ich stroji odvozujeme, Ze byl tento
stroj oznacen ¢islici 2,4 nebo 6.
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E MT-463, HLeLv 31, Utti, Finsko, lIéto 1948

Ukonceni boju se Sovétskym svazem znamenalo pfiméri z 5. zafi 1944. Jednou z podminek byla i zména oznacovani vojenskych letadel Finska, kdy modry
hakovy kfiz byl nahrazen kokardou v narodnich barvach Finska, v modré a bilé barvé. Lentolaivue 24, jejiz piloti na Messerschmittech Bf 109G dosahli
celkem 304 vzduSnych vitézstvi, si ponechala tyto stroje i v mirové sluzbé. Dne 4. prosince 1944 byla pfejmenovana na HLeLv 31. Tato jednotka je stale
aktivni a v sou€asnosti jeji piloti 1étaji na strojich F-18C Hornet. Jedna se o stejny stroj, jako na pfedchozim barevném profilu, ale jiz v povale¢né sluzbég, coz
dokazuji kokardy ve finskych narodnich barvach, zavedené od 1. dubna 1945. Oznaceni stroje doplfiuje kresba netopyra na modrém mraku a mésici,
oznaceni strojll HLeLv 31 nocnich stihacl. Mésic byval bily nebo Zluty, na stroji MT-463 je bilé barvy. Kormidlo bylo prestfikano pravdépodobné finskou
zelenou olivovou barvou.
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